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The Meaning Of Advent 
The word “advent” means “coming.” This season focuses us 
upon the birth of Jesus as the Christ (his first advent) and his 
return as King (his second advent). Our prayer is for all to 
experience the fullness of the Advent season while enriching 
our relationship with God and one another 

Advent Candle: Fourth Week 
The fourth candle represents the love of God for His people and 
the peace He desires to bring them because of that love. It is 
the candle that reminds us that nothing would stop God from 
offering peace to the world because His love was so great that 
He would make any sacrifice necessary.  

Advent Prayer: Fourth Week 
Loving Father, as the Magi came to adore Your blessed Son 
Whom You sent out of Your great love for the world, may we 
faithfully contemplate the wonder of that love and cultivate 
our own love for You and for others as we wait for His 
coming; we ask through Jesus, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen  

Lord Jesus, light of the world, shine your love and grace into the 
hearts of each person this Christmas. Bless and use your Church 
as a witness to the beauty of your life as we wait patiently for 
your coming. Amen.  
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MONDAY DEC. 23  
Introduction To The Week 

“O Holy Night” is one of the most recorded Christmas Carols of 
all time and is a hymn that for many has become synonymous 
with the Christmas Eve service. The lyricist, poet Placide 
Cappeau, was born in Roquemaure France, the son of a cooper 
or wooden barrel maker. Like most people at the time, he 
began training to go into the family business at a very young 
age, but when he was eight, the course of his life shifted. 

He and a friend were playing with a gun and during their play, 
the gun discharged, shooting Placide in the hand. The injury 
was so serious that Placide’s hand had to be amputated. The 
loss of his hand severely limited Placide’s ability to follow in his 
father’s footsteps, and the friend’s father offered to supply 
financial support to help pay for the young Placide to attend 
school instead. 

Placide attended to his studies and was accepted into the Royal 
College, eventually going on to study law in Paris. After 
graduation, he gave up on practicing law, instead becoming a 
merchant of wine and spirits. While “wine seller” was his 
vocation, his passion was for literature.  

In 1843, a renovation of the church organ in Roquemaure was 
completed and to celebrate this occasion, the parish priest 
approached Placide to request that he write a Christmas poem. 
This may have come as somewhat of a surprise to Placide as he 
was minimally involved in the church, instead investing his time 
and energy in politics. Nevertheless, Placide agreed and wrote 
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the poem one night while traveling by carriage. He used the 
Gospel of Luke as his inspiration and tried to imagine what it 
would have been like had he been present that first Christmas. 
The result was the poem “Minuit Chretiens” or as we know it “O 
Holy Night”. 

Placide was pleased with his finished product, and determining 
that a poem wasn’t enough, he enlisted the help of his friend, 
composer of ballets and operas, Adolphe Adam, to set it to 
music. Adolphe was also not an overly religious man, yet was 
moved by the lyrics and challenged himself to compose a 
melody fitting to be paired with the poem. 

The finished product pleased the parish priest, and the original 
composition was performed just a few weeks later at the 
Christmas Eve midnight mass. The song was initially well 
received, spreading quickly to other parts of France and even 
other countries. Unfortunately, despite the initial favorable 
reception, the song was plagued with controversy.  

The original French lyrics made it clear that Placide’s grasp on 
theology was loose at best. In the original lyrics, Christ came to 
“stop the rage” of his Father, where doctrine states that Christ 
came out of love. This inaccuracy, among others, brought initial 
controversy to the piece. A few years later when it was found out 
that Placide Cappeau left the church altogether to became 
involved in the socialist movement, it caused the church to 
distance itself even further from the hymn. Lastly, while there is 
no documentation of his heritage, at some point it became a 
common rumor that Adolphe Adam came from Jewish heritage, 
and sadly, anti-Semitism was strong at the time. The church 
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declared the hymn unmusical, absent of the spirit of religion, 
and unfit for church services. 

But while the church denounced the hymn, the people kept 
singing it. It is rumored that on Christmas Eve in 1871 in the 
midst of fierce fighting during the Franco-Prussian war, an 
unarmed French soldier stepped out onto the battlefield 
singing “Minuit Chretiens.” The soldiers around him were clearly 
stunned by the move, but what was more surprising was that 
after he completed his song, a German soldier stepped out 
onto the field and responded with the verses of Martin Luther’s 
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come.” What followed was a 24-
hour cease-fire in observance of Christmas day. On Christmas 
Eve of 1906, Reginald Fessenden spoke into a microphone, and 
for the first time, a voice was broadcast over the airwaves. By his 
own account, he read from the Gospel of Luke, then picked up 
his violin and played O Holy Night into the microphone making 
it the first song played on the radio. This classic carol may have 
had a controversial birth, but clearly withstood the test of time. 
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TUESDAY DEC. 24 
O holy night the stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of the dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 

O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 

O night O holy night 
O night divine 

On Christmas Eve, it is fitting to consider these words. For those 
who were present at the birth of the savior, it was indeed a holy 
night. For Mary and Joseph, weary from travel and barely able 
to find shelter, for the Shepherds in the field who were suddenly 
surprised by angels, and for the wise men who had been 
studying the night sky and saw the appearance of the star, that 
night was holy. But for the innkeepers who turned Joseph away, 
the tax collectors and priests sleeping in their homes, and for 
many weary travelers, it was a night like any other. There was 
nothing special about it. In fact, it was probably quite ordinary.  

This Christmas Eve, I am willing to bet that none of us will have 
angels appear to us or have a group of shepherds come 
knocking at our door in the middle of the night. All we will have 
are biblical accounts of that evening. Yet, as we approach 
Christmas, we still have the opportunity to decide what this 
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night means to us. Do we wait in eager anticipation for the birth 
of the savior understanding the sin and error that the world 
pined under? Do we feel a thrill of hope at the knowledge of his 
birth, knowing that the new and glorious morn he brings means 
peace, reconciliation with the Father, and forgiveness from the 
rule of sin we were previously under? Or do we merely feel 
weariness from activity and anticipation at the thought of 
presents under the tree? In the midst of the busyness of 
December, it is all too easy to become distracted and not truly 
reflect on what happened that night over two-thousand years 
ago. 

For those who understood and accepted what Jesus brought, 
their lives were forever changed. The lives of Mary, Joseph, and 
Zechariah were altered even before the day of his birth as the 
angels appeared to them to tell of what was to come. The lives 
of the shepherds and wise men changed at the moment of his 
birth with the appearance of the angel and the star heralding 
his birth. For Simeon and Anna who first encountered Jesus at 8 
days old when he was brought to the temple to be presented to 
the Lord, their lives were not impacted until over a week after 
his birth, but were changed from the moment they met him 
(Luke 2:22-38). For those who understood what he brought, an 
encounter with Jesus truly caused them to fall on their knees.  

For others however, Jesus was nothing more than a nuisance or 
even a threat. For Herod, Jesus was a threat to his crown. For the 
pharisees, he brought danger to their comfortable way of life. 
Still others who met him were only interested in the stories he 
told or the food that he might provide to the crowds.  
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Where do you stand today? Is his birth an event that gives you a 
thrill of hope, or is his presence in your life barely noticed? Does 
he have great worth in your soul, or does he instead represent a 
threat to the things that you truly value? Do you celebrate this 
season because you follow the crowds, or has your life been 
forever changed? 

Today, take 5 minutes away from the noise of the season and 
the distractions of preparation. Contemplate what Jesus means 
in your life. As you consider the words of this song, think about 
what meaning they have for you. Does this night represent a 
new and glorious morn in your life? Do you recognize the 
holiness of the celebration you are about to participate in? If 
you will allow it to, the profound gift we were given in Jesus will 
forever change your life too.  
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WEDNESDAY DEC. 25 
When the angels went away from them into heaven,  

the shepherds said to one another,  
“Let us go over to Bethlehem  

and see this thing that has happened,  
which the Lord has made known to us.” 

Luke 2:15 

Throughout this Advent season, we have had the opportunity to 
read and reflect upon a few of the great Christmas hymns. The 
words of these songs have both challenged and encouraged us 
as we prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus on Christmas day. 
We have had the chance to think about what it means that Jesus 
is Emmanuel who has set us free from captivity, to ponder how 
Jesus came to bring order within the chaos of our lives and how 
we might treasure up the real presence of God as he works in 
our lives. In contemplating these incredible messages 
preserved through the centuries in Christmas hymns, we have 
had the occasion to look deeply at our lives and our relationship 
with God.  

Now we come to Christmas day. Everything has led us to this 
point, and as we step into this beautiful morning, we are invited 
to one final opportunity. While out in the fields on Christmas 
night, an angel suddenly appeared to the shepherds. The angel 
boldly announced the savior had been born and bid the 
shepherds to go and see him. The people of Israel had waited 
so many years for a savior, and when the savior finally comes, it 
is to shepherds the announcement is made. It is almost 
unbelievable. This is a very special gift God is giving to these 
men. 
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Yet, after the angel proclaims the message and after more 
angels appear to give praise to God, everything goes dark. All 
the angels leave and return to heaven. The angelic light is gone, 
and these lowly shepherds are left with only whispers of this 
astonishing message in the quiet night. God gave them a 
phenomenal opportunity to be among the first people to meet 
the savior. But in order for them to realize that opportunity, they 
needed to do more than just hear the words or contemplate 
what the angel said. They had to act on it. They had to receive 
God’s gift by making the journey the angel directed them to 
make. That is the reason the shepherds ultimately experienced 
great joy that led to glorifying and praising God. 

But what if they had responded differently? As the angels 
disappeared and took with them the bright, supernatural light 
of heaven and left the shepherds with only the dim glow of the 
moon and stars, what if things seemed so ordinary that they 
began to question their experience? What if the thought of 
leaving their flocks behind and risking their livelihood to receive 
the gift of God was too much for them? What if they were just 
too tired because of the hour and could not muster up the 
energy to make the journey? We would have a very different 
story because the gift God gave to the shepherds would never 
have been unwrapped and truly experienced. 

On this Christmas morning we find ourselves in a similar place 
as the shepherds. Throughout Advent, we have heard the 
beautiful and profound truths within these hymns that show us 
the glory and majesty of God. Every verse has shed light upon 
the glorious reality of Christ in our lives and everything that 
means for us. Now, like the shepherds who heard the message 
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of the angels, we are invited not just to ponder these truths, but 
to embrace them and use them as our own. We are offered the 
opportunity on this Christmas day to not just talk about, look at, 
and admire the gift of the Savior, but to unwrap the gift God 
gave in his son and allow it to impact our lives. It is in 
responding to this great gift that we can come to know true 
comfort and joy not only on Christmas day, but each day of our 
lives. 
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